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    The Bells were Ringin in Sandown Cup 
Bells Are Ringin caused one of the biggest upsets in group racing history when she defeated the country’s best 
stayers in the RSN927 Sandown Cup tonight. 

Sent to the boxes the 50/1 outsider, Bells Are Ringin began well to cross to the rail and lead the field through the 
first turn. From there she was never headed, finding the line two lengths clear of Who Dey ($10.20) in 42.02. 

For trainer Gerry O’Keeffe – just two years returned from a 28 year absence for the sport – the win was the thrill 
of a life time.  

                     Bells Are Ringin leads all the way in the Sandown Cup (All Pics Clint Anderson) 

“I thought this would be a great night for her to jump. She did, and cleared them by a whisker and crossed to the 
rails. I thought ‘goodness me, I’m going to run a place here!’ She’s always been clean winded but she had been 
run down a few times when she first started over the distance – I blame myself for having her a little heavier than 
she needed to be – but I’m learning as I go along. To hold off those good dogs, what a thrill,” he said.  
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The story of O’Keeffe and his RSN927 Sandown Cup winner is a remarkable one. Finishing up after 35 years as 
a prosecutor for the Department of Agriculture, O’Keeffe and longtime friend Kelvin Jones decided to get back 
into the sport by training five greyhounds from his 10 acre Neerim Junction property. At that time, his son in-law 
Glenn Pask had bred and reared a litter of pups and was looking for a trainer. 

Among those pups was the runt of the litter, Bells Are Ringin. 

“This little dog was so sick for the first four months that she couldn’t be sold – she looked like a guinea pig with a 
rat tail. She’s only tiny – 24 and a half kilograms – of which 23 would be heart. 

“She was the most energetic worker in the yards, she’d run up and back and up and back and up and back and 
then just stand there with her tail wagging, and now she’s won the richest staying race in the world, so there you 
go. It’s incredible.” 

It was a popular victory, with no shortage of well wishes for the affable 63 year old. 

“I was congratulated by every other trainer behind the boxes, heartfelt congratulations by every other trainer. It’s 
a very inclusive sport, I’ve never had any ill-feeling at all. We’re comrades in this sport as well as competitors. 

“I really am living the dream. Kelvin is a co-trainer and integral part of the team. We have vigorous discussion 
about different ways of doing things but we always work out a consensus and so without Kelvin I couldn’t be doing 
any of this. With the support of Kelvin, with my cousin and family here tonight – it’s pouring down rain but I’m 
living the dream.” 

Despite the win in the world’s richest greyhound race, O’Keeffe had no plans for elaborate celebrations. 

“I’ll have three drinks with the owners, go home and get up and walk our dogs and we’re back into it tomorrow. I 
think in the next few days the reality of what happened will gradually sink in, but it’s a tremendous feeling of 
satisfaction, a tremendous feeling of elation. 

“Greyhound racing is a great sport for anyone who wants to be physically and mentally active in their 60s and 70s 
and I couldn’t recommend it highly enough. I’ve said to a lot of my friends in my age bracket that one of the best 
things you can do for your mental and physical well-being is to put two kennels in your backyard because it gets 
you out, it gets you involved. The dogs are always so happy to see you in the morning it makes you feel great 
when you’re just pottering around with the dogs, enjoying the dogs and enjoying the sport.” 

The RSN927 Sandown Cup was Bells Are Ringin’s 16th victory from 39 starts, and the $175,000 winner’s cheque 
catapulted her winnings beyond $259,000. The group 1 Gold Cup at Albion Park next Thursday night will be her 
next assignment 

It was the second feature race winner this carnival for owners Glenn Pask and the Four Frothys Syndicate after 
Bells Are Ringin’s litter brother Blazin’ Bomber won the group 3 Bill Collins Speed Star. It was also the third 
consecutive group 1 win by hobby trainers following Steve Creighton’s victory with Narralee in last week’s 
Sapphire Crown, and Geoff Scott-Smith’s win with Dundee Osprey in the Harrison-Dawson. 

Earlier in the night, the first reserve for the RSN927 Sandown Cup Mepunga Rosie won the listed Cup Night 
Stayers and Both Sides Now the Cup Night Sprint for the country’s premier training partnership of Jeff Britton and 
Angela Langton. 

Despite the inclement weather, one of the biggest crowds in modern Sandown Cups braved the elements to enjoy 
the night of greyhound racing. Former AFL star Brendan Fevola entertained the crowd as host of the greyhound 
game show ‘Pick a Dog Box’ with Di O’Neil picking up $10,000 cash. 

After the first two placings the field finished in the following order 3rd Zipping Kane ($3.50) 4th Dublin Bull ($14.70), 
5th Kilkee Flex ($15.50), 6th Wind Whistler ($8.60) 7th Luna Jinx ($15.00) and No Donuts ($60.20). 

Bells Are Ringin a Brindle bitch whelped November 2013 by Kinloch Brae from Absolute Stunna (Bombastic 
Shiraz x Regal Blaze). She is raced by the Four Frothys Syndicate and trained by Gerry O’Keeffe of Neerim 
Junction in Victoria. She has now won 16 races and been placed 10 times from her 39 starts. The Sandown Cup 
first prize of $175,000 brings her overall prizemoney to $259,277.   
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                               Bells Are Ringin with trainer Gerry O’Keefe post-race 

 
Listed below is the honour roll for the Sandown Cup the race has been won by many of the champion stayers of 
the past including AGRA Hall Of Famers Lizrene and Bold Trease. Plus the great stayers of their particular era 
Fawn Scout, Paul’s Thunder, Corcoran, Raurimu, Boronia Blossom, Tonight’s Wish, Osti’s Joker, Bentley Babe, 
Arvo’s Junior, Best Quoted, Sargent Major, Mantra Lad, Bobby Boucheau, Irma Bale and Sweet It Is. 
 
1957 Orialta, 1959 Woodford Chief, 1961 Plunkett’s Present, 1963 Briar View, 1964 Haleka Jewel, 1965 Venetian 
Court 1966 Fawn Scout 1967 Charlie Lee 1968 Sprite of Egypt 1969 Local Blend, 1970 Paul's Thunder, 1971 
Paul's Thunder, 1972 Lizrene, 1973 Lizrene, 1974 Corcoran 1975 Tammy Shanta, 1976 Brindle Norma, 1977 
Rani's Copy, 1978 Kawati Boy, 1979 Miss Tema, 1980 Wynlee Wonder,  1981 Bianca Lee, 1982 Status Supreme, 
1983 Lead Role, 1984 Raurimu, 1985 Tashla, 1986 Bold Trease, 1987 Bold Trease, 1988 Bold Trease, 1989 
Bold Trease, 1990 Western Creole, 1991 Pixie Eyes, 1992 Village Stomper, 1993 Eliza Dylan, 1994 Top 
Sovereign, 1995 Keon Star, 1996 Boronia Blossom, 1997 Tonight’s Wish, 1998 Red Mystique, 1999 Smart 
Attitude, 2000 Osti’s Joker, 2001 Bentley Babe, 2002 Jennev, 2003 Arvo’s Junior, 2004 Proven Lethal, 2005 Best 
Quoted, 2006 Sargent Major, 2007 “No Race” 2008 Chinatown Lad, 2009 Mantra Lad, 2010 Next Top Model, 
2011 Bobby Boucheau, 2012 Irma Bale, 2013 Irma Bale, 2014 Sweet It Is and 2015 Sweet It Is. 
 

                Thanks for information supplied by Michael Floyd Sandown Media Manager. 
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